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7. be Advice of a Miniſter | 

7 Young Perſon of of bis 
- Pariſh, in order to his 
being Confirm d by the 
Biſhop. | 


My dear. Bub, 


SI am your Spiritual Pafor, it is the . 
aunſeig ned Deſire ot my Soul, to lead 
you 2 the Ways which pleaſe God, 

7 that you may (in the latt Pay) be 

ſet on the Rightthand, of the Chief Shepherd, 
who gave his" Life for the Sheep. For, whoſo-" 
ever thall be d1fown'd, by our Lord and Savi- 
dur, in that great diſtinguiſhing Day, will be 
alt gut of the Glorious & ingdom of God, into 
Everla lafing Mifery. 

= 1 pray you to conſder, * Brother, 

Tl at as the Thor ſpace of this uncertain Life 

is the only Time in which you way (through 

the Grace of God) work h your Salvation; 10 

the preſent time of your Youth, is the f. tc (t 


2 Aealſcn 
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Jeaſon of your whole Life to ſet about it. 
Your Faculties are now vigorous, and your 
Heart 1s-comparatively tender; and you have 
not ſo much-oftended the Holy Spirit of God, 
as elder Sinners haye done, nor ſo widely 
wander d from bis Commandment. Where- 
fore I beſeech you to. conſider and value 
this Golden Seaſon, of your Life, and put forth 
your utmoſt Endeavours without Delay, to 
become a Chriſtian indeed, which is the moſt 
Honourable, the moſt Comfort able, and the moſt 
Bleſſed Lite of Man. | 

And here T muſt, in faithfulneſs te your 
Soul, (and to my .own ) acquaint- you, That 
your baving been Baptiz d in the Name of 
Chriſt and waking Profeſſion of the Christian 
Religion, together with your cuſtomary Attend- 
anceè on the .Ordinances thereof, will not be 
Kufficient to make you a compleat Member of 
the Spiritual Church of Chriſt, except bis Ho- 
ly. Spirit rules in your Heart and Liſe, and 
you came to be of his holy Temper, and” hea- 
venly Converſation, For whoſoever will be a 
Real Chriftian, mult be a New Creature, created 
in Chriſt Feſus-to good works ; who gave himſelf 
Jor us, that he might redeem us from all Iniquity, 
and arif) to himſelf a peculiar people, zealous 


of good works. , | | 


o 


It 1s therefore requiſite, that you ſhould be 
well inſtructed in the following Particulars. » 


— 


I. You 


You 


ſometimes called Original Sin, and 
the Depravity or Corruption of humane Na- 


mul hurity and * which they 
En 7 


10 Confirmation. = | 


I. You nut be well informed in the Chriffian 
Doctrine of the Original Corruption of Man. 


For till you come to a juſt fenſe of this, you 
cannot duely ſee the de a Sadiour, nor 
ſeek unto him with ſuitable Earneſtneſs for 
his ſaving Remedies; whereas, the Man that 
ſees his Spiritual Wounds and Corruption; and 
perceives, that he lies under the Wrath and 
Curſe of God, thirſts and longs after the Mel 
of Salvation; and nothing in the World is 10 
welcome to him as the Glad-:tidingsof the Go- 
ſpel: For he conſiders, with continual dread, 
that whiltt He is without Chriſt, he ii an Alien 
from the Common-wealth of Iſrael, 4 ſtranger 
from the Covenants of Promiſe, without Hope, and 
without God in the World, Eph. 2. 12. 
Tou muſt therefore conſider, with ſincere 


* 


Humiliation before od, That by the Apoſtacy 


of our Firſt Parents from God, all Mankind 
loſt the Rectitude and Perfection of that Divine 
Frame and Conſtitut iun in which Man was Creat- 
ed, and are ſunk into a State of Corruption, 
Diſorder and Defilement ; which is, by Divines, 

ometimes 


ture. Not that humane Nature is altered in 
ts Eſſence, but in its Qualities and Endow- 
ments; as having loſt that Spiritual Righteouſ- 


neſs and Holineſs, wherein, at firſt, it reſem- 


bled God. Inſomuch, that it is the great De- 
155 and bleſſed Work of the Goſpel of our 
Lord, to reſtore Degenerate Men to the "= : 


ave 
loſt, 
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loſt, and to re- impreſs the Image of God upon 
them, by Spiricual Regeneration, through his 
Grace and Mercy in our Lord Feſus Chrifi. 80 
that ourgleſſed Saviour comes as ade cond Adam, 
to redreis the manitold Evils which are brought 
e us by the Fir ; That as by one Man t diſ- 
e 


* 


dience many were made 8 Jo by the o- 
 bedience of one, many might be made righteous 
(Rom. F. 19.) if 2 
Our Church mftructs us in this neceſſary} 
point of Doctrine very fully in her Ninth Ar- 
ticle, where it is ſaid, ©: That Original Sin 
*{tandeth not in the following of Adam, (as 
de the Pelagians do vainly talk) but it is the 
* Fault and Corruption of the Nature of ever 
* Man that is Naturally ingendrediof the Oft- 
< ſpring of Adam, whereby Man is very far 
gone from Original . and is, of 
his amn Nature, tnchg'd to Evil; ſo that 
* the Fleſh Luſteth always againſt the Spirit, 
* &c.” And agreeable hereunto our Church 
puts a Penitential Confeſſion of this our Na- 
tural Corruption into our Months, in her daily 
Publick Service: in theſe words, There is u. 
Health in us. Which is very ſuitable to the 
Doctrine and Devotion of the Prophets and 
Apoſtles, as we ſee in the Confeſſion of David 
(Pal. 51.5.) Behold I was ſbapen in Inigquiy, 
and in Sin did n Mother concerve me. And 
in the Doctrine of St. Paul (Eph. 2. 3.) We 
vere by Nature the Children of Wrath, even as 0- 
| thers. And our Bleſſed! Saviour applied his 
Saving Remedies to the Root of our Diſtemper, 
"when he taught Nicodemwc, that he _ be 
orn 


(Jo. 


0 


i Confirmation. 


7 


Born Again of the Holy Ghoſt, as well as Water, 
or he could not enter into the Kingdom of God. 


69 o 


z 5.) And he demonſtrates the“ Veceſ- 
this, by a molt irrefragable Argument 


( verſe 6.) to wit, becauſe That which is born of 


Peſh, is fle!h. Carnal Perſms cannot act higher 


or better than their Carnal Principles lead them: 
And therefore they cannot, without Spiritual 


Regeneration, come up to the Divine 3 


and Rules, and Life, and Spirit of the 
never conſent 
cla a (Gal. 5. 24. 
Nor will it aſſiſt in palling out the right eye, or 


in cutting of the right hand 
Us 


ma wor 


ffian Religion. The Fleſh will 
to its own Crucifixion, require 


2 


(Mat. 5. 29.) Nor, 
will it rely on God for the ac- 


compliſhment of Things, which, to a Car- 
nal View, ſeem impoſſible : Which is the 
Glory of a .Chriftian's Faith; as in faithful A4- 


braham, who againſt hope, believed in hope (Rom. 


4. 19.) So that herein we ſee the Apoſtles 
words made good, That the Carnal mind is en- 


mity againſt God, in that it is 
Law of God, neither indeed can be, 


not ſubfect to tie 
Fm. 8.7.) 


The Divine Parity of the Law of God, is not 


only above its Natural Power, but Wy 
eth againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the 


to its Natural Inclinations. For the Fig 


nt 


Fleſh, and theſe two are contrary the one to the 


ether (Gal. 5. 17.) 


I havebeen the longer in clearing this Truth, 
my Brother, becauſe the ever-looking and deſpiſing 
of this Fundamental Point has nurs'd up fuch 


many groſs Errors, in the 


a height of Carnal Prile, as has occaſioned 


Minds of Men, and 


A 4 


great 


——ũ—z— — eo — — . w . — 
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great Impiety in their Lives. Hence, alas! 

the Socinian falls into a fatal Conceit, that he 
needs not a Saviour of Divine Poxer or Merit; 
and the Pelagian fancies that he needs net be 

. beholden to the Holy Spirit of God for his 
Sanctification Hence the Papiſt comes to rely 
on a meritorious Righteouſneſs of his Own, for 
Toft fication. ; and the Anabaptiſt to fancy, that 

our Children need not the Purifying Grace 

and Pardoning Mercy of Chriftian Baptiſm. 

Yea, bencę the Qualer comes to think, that 
the Nataral Light within him, is his Goſpel, 
Fea, tus. Chrif ; and finally, hence very ma- 

ny among us, come to cheriſh very imperfect 

Notions of Chriſtian Mortification, and Evan- 
gelical Holineſs; and to deceive themſelves 
Moſt dreadſully, by the preſumptuous hope 
of Heaven, grounded on the qutward poliſhing 
of AMorality ; without the quickening and 
+:antfornung Power of Spiritual Regeneration ; 
which is the Glory of the Chritian Religion, 
wherein it excels all others, as much as the 
Jun in the Firmament excels that in a Pi- 
cture. . ! 

So then, till your Natural Mind be en- 
Iigbtned by the Spirit of Wiſdom and Under- 
Handing; and till your Natural Mill and Af 
ectian come to be Rectified and Spiritualized 
by the Spirit of Holineſs; and till ycu come 
to recover out of your Natural Weakneſs and 
Diſability, by the Spirit of Poner; and, in a 
word, till you are turned from the Power of 
Sin and Satan to God, by the Spirit of Sancti: 
fication, you cannot pleate God, or be pleaſing 


ae. OY a. — 4 fl Wh 


in 


* 


4 


Enjoyments; and who is able, in one inſtant, 


Joo. cannot but break forth in the moſt af- 5 


cies, even the God of our Conſolation ;/ for that, 


to gon een | 9 
in his ſight ; (as you are taught in the © 
Thirteenth Articl e Tak our ya Sw where it is 
ſaid, that Works done before the Grate e, 
and the Inſpiration of his Spirit, are wit plouſtng to 
as Yeo tha — you 3 to — a Sigh: 

As n a pent : 
tent and eie manner to Ez webe en is che | 
Truth und the Life 3 you do moſt juſtly reman 
in a State of God's Mb and hizh Diſpleaſure: 
Which 1s the moſt dreadful thing in the whole - 
World; For, nothing can be imagined more 
terrible, than the Wrath ef that All-mighty 
and All-commanding: Being, on whoſe plea- 
ſure we depend for every moments Eft and 


to caſt us into unſpeakable Torture of Soul and - | 
Body, without the leaſt hope of Relief, or Re- 
dreſs for ever. ; 

But bleſſed be God, this miſerable Condi- 
tion of our Natur al Eſtate i is not without R- 
medy in the preſent Seaſon of God's Grace, as 
you will fee 1 in the next Particular. 


al of the Covenant. of Grace. 


And here; my Brother, if you are endued 
with the leaſt —— of Spiritual Senſibleneſs, 


onate Thankſgiving to the Father of Aſer- 


whilſt the fallen Angels are left bound in 
everlaſting chains of n , he hath —.— a 
a RE DE: EME R for the worſt of Sinners, 
a will heartily embrace him as their Prince 
AS: 1 and 
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and Seviour; that is, who truly give them- 
ſelves up to be taught and governed by bis 
holy Nom and Spirit, with a liedfaſt reliance 
on bis Mediation and Attonement.. So that 
nov, no penitent Sinner ſhall periſh, who 
effectually accepts and applies the Refforing Re- 
medies of the Goſpel of eur Lord Jeſus Chril; 
in order to vvbich he is ready to fuccour them 
with the Aids of his Grace, in their due uſe 
of the Meant appointed for this en. 
We find the ſum of this New-Covenant: re- 
Jearſed in moſt gracious and reviving Terms, 
(Hab. 8. 10, 11, 12.) which is a Quotation out 
of the Prophecy of Jeremiah Jer. 3 1.31, c.) For 
this it the Covenant that I will make with the houſe 
of Hfrael after thoſe days, faith the Lord; I will 
put my Lans- into their mindi, and mrite them 
in their hearts: And w will be to them a God, 
and they ſhall be my- People. And: they: ſhall not 
teach every Man his Neighbour, and every Man 
bis. Brother, ſaying, Know the Lord: For all 
ſhall know: me from the leaſt to the greateſt; For 
J will be merciful to their Unrighrteouſneſs, and 
their Sins and their. Iniquities, will [remember 
no more. Which implies, That in conſidera- 
tion of the Int erc ſſion and Sifferings of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt tor Sinners, God is pleaſed 
to receive them imo his Favour. in the way 
Yopoted by. this their Con paſſiunate Mediator; 
1mſomuch, that now, whoſotcver ſubimit tbem- 
ſelves unſeigned ly to the Government of this. 
his only begotten Son, who is Lord of All, ſhall 
find that God will by his Holy Spirit (in 


due ule of t].e_ means api ointed) pur. bus Lens 
| into 


——_—— 
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into their minds; that is, he will, through Di- 
vine Illumination, make them to nderſtand, 
and to admire the Excellency, Fitneſs and De- 


frrableneſs of his holy Laws ; and he will al- 
fo vouchſafe to nrite them in their hearts; that 
is, he will (through the Sanctification of his 
Spirit) incline them to Love and Delight in 


his Holy Will; ſo that his Commandm ents 


| ſhall be, as it were, ſo many Natural Prin- 


ciples in them, after their Spiritual Rent ation: 
And then they will yield a free and che arful 
Obedience to God, and will take pleattire 
therein, as the Natural Man does in acting ac- 
cording to the Natural Appetities of Eating 


and Drinking; for there is in the New Crea- 


ture, a Spiritual kungeriag and thirſting after 
Righteouſneſs; and it is as their Meat and 
Drink to do the. Wit of their heavenly Father. 
And then they (hun all known Sin, and the 
manifeſt occaſion of it, with as juſt a con- 
cernment, as a Man in his Senſe3 ſhuus a Pit, 
or a Draught of Poiſon ; ſo Noble and Divine - 
1s that Change which the ſaving Grace of the 


Goſpel producech in all. ſuch as effectually 
partake. of it. ENT: TIE 


And upon this perſonal Improvement of Man 


in- his Mind, Heart and Life , follows that #e- 
lative Change, which. is expreſſed in theſe 
words, { will be to them 4 6 OD; that. is, 
All the Infinite e Attributes of the 


GO D-HEA D hall be fer their comfort and 


benefit in both Mole. A Grant which excels 


all Comprehenſion, and deſerves to be de- 
ſcanted upon, in the hn Praiſe and Ad 


miration 
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tnirat ion of the whole Heaven of Saints, to alt 
Eternity. For, all their Divine Excellency 
and Happineſs is owing to the Gracious and 
* Ged-like Grants of this Bleſſed Covenant: In 

which it is further added,---- And they ſhall be 

% me 4 PEOPLE. which imphes, That 
they ſhall be diſtinguiſhed from all the reſt 
of the World, by their Spiritual Qualifications, 
and Heavenly Lives; by which they ſhall alſo 
de prepared for the Everlaſting Kingdom of 
God. And to Crown all, God 1s pleaſed, for 
- the ſake of their. Divine Mediator, to be mer- 
ciful to their Unrichteoaſneſs; that is, he will 

/ pardon what they have done amiſs; And will 
remember their fins and iniquities no more; that 
is, he will receive them as kjndly, as if the 
never had offended him. And thus is God 
pleaſed, that our Lord and Saviour Je ſus Chriſt 
hould be made unto Men, Wiſdom, Righteouf- 
neſs, Santtification ard Redemption, even to. 
- them that receive him, by a lively and ef- 
ö „ — 
Ihzhis is the ſum of God's Covenant of Grace 
with Sinners: And I carneftly preſs you to 
ſtudy the Terms and Benefits af it, my Brother, 
till you have a clear Underftanding of it: 

For it is a greater inſtance of God's Mercy and 

Compoſſion, than the Creation of the Worldzand 

20 there is more true Wiſdom and Knewledge in 
3 being well inſtructed in God's way of. Saving 
Fier, than in underſtanding all the Bobks 
*| | of the moſt Learned Heathens that ever were 
3 written, or in comprchending the Depth of 
| all Humane Sciences. And the more we look 

| Into 


* . 


Q. resse wo 


—— — — 


n 


into this Magaxine of Divine Merey, the: 
more affectionately ſhall we cry out, O ' the. 
Height, an Dep:h, an1 Length, and Breadth of. 
the Love of God in feſus Chrift! It is a Love 
that pdſſeth knowledge. 2 16 LL 
For the Promiſe is to us and to our Children + 
the Benefits of it flow down to our poor in- 
nts, who (as your Catechiſm teaches you) are 
y Nature borm in Sin, ant are Children of 
Mrath. And we fee the effects of it, in that 
they are ſubject to Pain, Diſeaſes, and Death; 
And it is an Act of Mercy, worthy of the in- 
finite God, to comprehend our Sinful Off- 
ſpring within the embraces of his Covenant= 
Mercy, in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: As we ſhalt 
more fully fee in the next Particular. 


III. Of Infant Baptiſms 


To the Grace and Mercy of this Goſpel- Co- 
venant, you was admitted, wy Brother, inn 
your Ii fancy by Baptiſm, tho: you was nett 
then capable of knowing or deſiring the Be- 
nefirs of it. For it has been the manner of 


God's dealing with Men ever ſince he made: 


Man upom Earth, to vouchſafe the ſame Co- 
venant-Grants to the Children of thoſe that are 
in Covenant with bim, ¶ according to their 
Capacity) that he does to their Parents. Thus 
God's Covenant with Adam, Noah, and A- 
braham, comprehended their Children alſo in 


their Hufuncy. And on this Ground, the Chil- 
dren of Feniſb Parents where brought to the 


Seal. of < ads Covenaut in their /zfancy, du- 
5 5 ring 
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ning the whole state of the Fewiſh' Churrh - 


And every Jew was to be cut off from God's 
People that neglected it, (Gen. 17. 14.) So that 
even Moſes himfelf was in danger of loſing 
his Life for the neglect of Circumciſing his Son, 
(Exod. 4. 24.) Now this is a demonſtration, 
that Infants are capable of being brought into 
Covenant with God by their Parents: Which, 
as far as we can know it, has been the con- 
ſtant Practice of the Univerſal Church of Chriſt; 
and that with good Reaſon, ſince we have no 
Command, nor Example in the Goſpel, which 
debars the Chriftian Charch of this Privilege, 
which was granted to the Jewi/h Church, and 
to. all the People of God, from the Creation. 

There is not, I concerve, any Bar to this in 


our Bleſſed Saviour's Order given to the A- 
poſtles, to Baptize all Nations : Where the 
Words of the Min ran thus (Mat. 25. 19.) 
Co he, teach ail Nations, Baptizing them, &c. 


To clear this, let us ſuppoſe, that any Perſons 
had been ſent to Diſciple: all Nations to. the 
Fewiſh Religion ; and if fo, the Commiſfran 
might very well have run in the ſame man- 


ner, viz. Go:ye, teach all Nations, Circumciſing 
them. All teachable Perſons mutt have been 


raught the Fewiſh Religion, before they might 
be admitted as Members of it; and yet every 
Body ſees, that this would not have excluded the 
Infants of Fewi/h Proſelytes from Circumciſion 
on the Eigh:h Day: © | 

Nove, as this anfwers the chief Objection 
made by ſuch as oppoſe Infant ;aptiſm; ſo will 
their chief Argument, for. the neceſhty of Bap- 


tizing 


a Confirmation: IZ 
nzing Adult Perſons (taken from the neceſſity 
of their Perſonal Covenanting with God in Jeſus 


Cbriſt) be effectually remoyed:by tbe ſolemn 


Uſe of Confirmation: And many Wiſe and. 


Learned Men have been induced to think; That 


the good Providence of God, has ad miniſter d 
to the Benefit of his Church, in awakening in 
it a juſt, Care of Canfirming Adult Perfons; by 
the Clamours of ſome: miſtaken People about 
their Re-baprizing. s ellen 
And upon the” whole, I cannot but con- 


| clude, with great. Praiſe to God, and with- very 


comfortable Hope of the ſavabſe Condition of 
our Clildren- in their [nfant-ftate, that it is the 
Will of our Bfeſſed Redeemer, that Children 
ſbould be thus brought unto him, that they may 
he wathed in the Lader of Regeneration. Abd 


all the World mutt ſay, that this is fuitable 


to the Infinite Mercy of God, and very expret- 
five of the Syfficiency of that Remedy, which he 
has provided for all. Sin iu the Goſpel. Aid. 
ſurely, it cannot but appear very agrerable to 
the Righreomſneſs of God, that ſince we par- 
take ot the Corruption and Curſe of the First 
Adam in our Infancy, without any Perſonal 
Act of ours, we be alſo capable of partaking 
of the Remedies and Bleſingt of the Second A- 
dam 11 our Infancy, without our own Ex- 


plicite Act. # "of 31 * 3 88 a TS ; 4 | . 
_ You was therefore, #y. Brot her, very pro- 


% 


poly brought into the Covenant of Grace by 
zaptiſm in your Infancy: Wherein you was 
ſolemnly devoted to God, by your Parents and 
Spiritual Repreſentatives : And you was then 
made 
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made a Partaker ef the Beneſits oſ this Cove- 
nat, as far as you was then capable of them; 

namely, In that you was thereby waſht from 
the Guilt of your Firſt . Parents Rebellion; 


by whom, as the Apoſtle ſays, Judgment came 


apon all Men to Condemnation (Rom. F. 18.) 
Foundation of Spiritual Renovation, and a 
more direct Intereſt in the : Promiſes of the 


Goſpel, and the Prayers of the whole Church 


of Chriſt; together with a peculiar Title to 
the Providence of God, and the Special Aids 
of his Holy Spirit; according as your Advance- 
ment in the Uſe of Reaſon did render you ca- 

tble of them. And, in ſhort, by your being 

ptized in the Name of the Holy Trinity, you 
attained a new Relation to your Creator, as a 
gracious Father; to his Eternal Son, as your 
merciful Saviour; and to his Holy Spirit, as 
your Sanctifier and Comforter; ſo long as 
you continue faithful to thoſe Cvenant-En- 
gagements; which is therefore not improperly 
term'd, a Spiritual Regeneration, that is, in a 
| Baptiſmal and Covenant Senſe. 


But now you muſt know, That the Faith 


and Devotion of your Natural and Spiritual 
Parents, which was à ſuffictent Title and 
Condition of your Church memberſbip when 


you was an Infant, will not be ſufficient ſor 


the continuance of it to you now, ſince you 
are come to Vears of Underſtanding. The 
Covenant of God engageth you to ſerve him 
mith all your Mind and Strength; and there- 
fore, as you come to greater Knowledge and 
; Capazity 
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om ou are naw capable of diſcerning betwixt 
on; zood and Evil, Jou muſt now unfeignedly 
ame dedicate your felt to God, according to your 


8.) Vos of Chriftian Baptiſm, by your own vo- 


ind luntary and deliberate Choice, and by your ſe- 
a rious and expreſs Act and Deed: and you 
the inuſt order the Courſe ot your Life ſuitably 
uch thereunto, or you do in effect deſpiſe and 
e to Ml renounce the Covenant of your God, and de- 


(ids tive your ſelf of the Ben ts and Bleſſings of it. 


ICe- hich leads me to ſhew you the meaning of 


ca- that Ancient 


a 5 of the Chriſtian Church, 
ing which is called C 


ONFIRMATION, 


you together with the great Advantages of a due 


is a performance of it. 


"I... 


Tly The Deſi n and End of Confirmation, is to 
na ring mes rſons as are duly inſtructed in 
| the Chriſtian 


—_ after they have been 
q Zaptiz.ed (more eſpecially, if Baptized in their 
Infancy) to acknowl:dge,confirm, and renew their 
Baptiſmal-Covenant. with God, in a publick 
Aſſembly before the Bi/hap, or chief Over-ſeer 
of that part of the Cnurch of Chriſt to which 


Publich Prayer and Epiſcopal Benediction, with 


of Hands, in order td their obtaining farther 
Endowments of God's Grace, that they may 
« | | | perform 


— — — 
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ve- IM Capacity of ſerving God, the & here of your 
mM; Duty will be enlarged. And therefore, ſince 


py belong; and to receive the Benefit of 
the ancient and venerable Rite of laing on 


. ; 
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perform their Yows,' and adorn their Profeſ- 
for ; and may be admitted to the Lord's Sup- 
por (as compleat Members of the Viſible Church 

of Chriſt) which, as frong Meat, was not to 
be given to Babes, © Py 2p 

And this, My Dear Yoath, is that which I 
would perſwade you to take into your ſerious 

Conſideration ; and I beſeech you, that yon 
would pra to God daily to give you a juſt 

Senſe of this Matter, which is of innit Im- 

portance; and that he would, by his Holy 

Spirit, work in you ſuitable Diſpoſitions for 
it. For you are now (through the goodneſs of 
God) come to ſuch a meaſure of Underſtand- 

ing, as to be able, through his Grace, to ſee 
your want of a Saviour and Sanctiſier; and 
to diſcern, how much better it is to Live in 
the delightful Love, and Service of the Beſt of 
all Being, in hope of eternal Life, according 
to your 7 AT Engagements, than to revel 
in ſinful Exorbitancy a little while, through 
the inſtigation of the Devil, and then to De- 
ſcend with him into Everlaſting Torments. 

With what Joy therefore ought you to em- 
brace this Covenant-State of Life and Peace? 

And with what Thankſulneſs and Reſolu- 
tion ought you to profeſs and declare it to the 
World? eſpecially to. the Governors of the 
Churoh of Chriſt, and to thoſe your Brethren 
in Chriſt with whom you joyn in Communi- 
on, tliat they may eng we in your C iſtian- 
Fellowſhip, and may be ſatisfied in your Title 
ta the Table of the Lord, as being one of his 


. — 1 —— — —ä—ä—— 


ſuch as had been Confirmed after their Baptiſm, 
which they called The Perfect, or Compleat 
Members of the Church, as being now ad- 
mitted: to fall Communion. The Third ſort 


Proficiency, they generally Jock d on the Un- 
baptized, \ as no Members of the ' Chriſtian 


this Confeſſion. of Chriſt male nd. 


| This is very agreeable to the holy Diſcipline 
of the Chriſtian Church in the Primitive Times, 
whoſe Paſtors Cas St. Chryſoſtam aſſures us) 
refuſed to receive ſuch as were Baptiſed to the 
ſacred Myſtery of the Lord's Supper, except 
they were ſoleinnty Confirmed. Which leads 
me togive you a brief Account of the AY 
of this holy Uſage in the Church of Chriſt. 


V. The Antiqnity of Confirmation. 


Me find a threefold Diſtinction of Chriftian 
Profeſſors, very often mentioned both by the 
Latin and Greek Fathers, as fo many Steps or 
Degrees of Chriſtianity. The Fir, were ſuck 
as were Baptized, which they called, The Ini- 
tiated, or The Inlightned. e Second, were 


were ſuch as after their Baptiſm and Con- 
firmation, did conſtantly partake of the Lord's 
Supper, which they called The Faithful. And 
according to theſe Three Degrees of Chriſtian 


Church; and on ſuch as negleted Confirma- 
tion, as. Perſons in a weak and feeble State; 
and on ſuch as ſeldom, or never Communi 
cated at the Lord's Table, as People in a lan- 
Seile and farving Condition. And their 


general Notjon of rmation was, That by 


1 
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the Perſon Confirmed, and by the .publick 


Prayers of the Church, and laying of the 
Hands of the Biſhap on Him, he received an 


Increaſe of Divine Grace, to walk more firmly 


and ſteadfaſtly with God. -That as by the 
laying of the Apoſtles Hands upon the Primi- 
tiue Chriſtians, they received thoſe marvelox: 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, which were neceſſary 
to propagate and confirm the Chriſtian Faith 
in thoſe Infant Days of the Church; even fo 
by the ſame Devotional Rite, the Grace of 
| God might be tranſmitted to ſucceeding Chri- 
ſtians in after times; ſince the Holy Ghoſt"is 
promiſed to the Church of Chriſt for ever, as 
to the real purpoſes of Sanftification and Spiri- 
tual Succour. And hence they argued for the 
Perpetual uſe of it; That the Fleſh being ſha- 


doped (ſaith Tertulian, de Reſurrect. 2 8.) 
e en- 


by the Impofition- of Hands, the Soul might 


Tighremd by the Spirit of God: Which (faith 


S. Hierome, Tom. 2. p. 50.) The Cuſtome of the 
whole Chriftian World recommends. Inſomuch 
that St. C5 acquaints us (Ep. 26. S. 10.) 
that the Baptixed Clinicks (that is, thoſe 


bin 


ſited by 4 
- ſpeaking 'with Ton 
(Hit 


7 


their Biſhops and Confirmed, And tho the 


ues, and working of Miracles 


. Auguſtine, Tract. 6. in r Ep. Job.) 


do not now attend the laying on of Hands, as in 
- the days of the Apoſtles ; yet any one may nom 
nom whether he has received the holy Gho#t, by 
he Love he bears to lids Brother, and his deſire 
"of the Poare and Unity of the Church of _— 
* | n 


who by reaſon of Bodily Sickneſs and Ina- | 
were Baptized in their Beds) nere vi- 
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Confirmation, by laying on of Hands did not 


Ious Gifts ; but they conceived, that it ſerved 


comes of God's Grace to his People, which they 


Saviour, imparted miraculous Gifts to the Peo- 
ple of Samaria, by laying their Hands on them, 


| 22 of Diſcipline , and moſt juſtly denies it to 
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And it is very evident, that the Practice of 


ceaſe in the Chriſtian Church, when the Cele- 
bration of it was not attended with Miraca- 


for the Adminiſtration of the ordinary In- 


ſtood in need of, as well as it hath done t 
extraordinary Largeſſes when their Neceſſiti s 
required it. And both the Greek and Latin 
Fathers quote that famous Inſtance of the A- 
poſtles of Samaria , who, under their glorified 


(Acts 8. 14.) And many of them underſtood 
the laying on of Hands mentioned (Heb. 6. 2.) 
to relate to this Holy Rite And foraſinuch as 
the imparting of thoſe Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt 
was reſerved peculiarly to the Apoſtles, Confir- 
mation was eſteemed to be the peculiar Of- 
tice. of the Biſhop. But yet, ſince we do not 
find it expreſly enjoyned in rhe Holy Scri- 
ptures, our Church Grhich keeps to the ſafe 
and perfect Rule of God's holy Word) retains 
it only as an ancient and uſeful. Practice, and 


a Sacrament : And for the ſame Reaſon, 
rejects the uſe of Oyl, and other Ceremonies 
formerly uſed in the Adminiſtration, and on- 
1y retains the Scriptural Rite of Laying on of 

ands, which was not only uſed by the A- 
poſtles, but by the Patriaren. 

It is not proper, my Brother, at preſent to 
recite to you the numerous 7 eftimuonics.'of — 


22> Paſtordl-Advice in order 
beſt and moſt Ancient Writers concerning this 
Subject: But as you grow up to riper Judgment, 
me may ſee great Collections of them made by 
r. Fackſon, Dr. Hammond, Dr. Comber, and 
other Divines of our Church; which are alfo 
very compendicuſly ſumm'd up in two late 
Sermons, the one Preached by Mr. Saywell, 
the other by Mr. E!liſoi. And many foreign 
Divines have judiciouſly cleared it ſince the Re- 
formation, as Calvin, Chemnitins, Paræus, Ri- 
wetus, Cauſabon, and others. And it has been 
alſo aſſerted and recommended by ſome con- 
ſiderable Writers of our 'own, who have not 
in all things agreed with us in the matter of 
Church- Government, as we ſee in Mr. Han- 
mers Exercitation, and Mr. Baxter 's Treatiſe 


on this Subject; in which a ee la- 
mented the diſuſe of it, as a thing of pernicious 
Conſequence to the Chriſtian Religion. But i 
Confirmation had not the Countenance of ſuch 
denerable Antiquity,' nor the Teſtimony of ſuch 
a Cloud of Witneſſes, the great Je and Be- 
nefit of it would recommend.-1t to all ſerious 
_ Chriftians, as a very requiſite! part of Chri- 
tian Diſcipline * As may be ſeen it the next 


* 
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VI. Of the Uſe and Benefit of Confirmation. 


In the Fir# place, nothing can be imagi- 
ned more ſerviceable to Religion, than that 
young Perſons ſhould, be ſericuſſy adviſed, 
and earneſtly preſs d, to mind the gie oy.” 


neſs for which they came into this Wor 


* 


as 


— 
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as ſoon as they come to the Uſe of Reaſon, and 
before they are entangled by the Snares of the 
Devil, the evil Cuſtoms of this Worid, and the 
inveterate Habits of Sin. The time of Youth 
s a Seaſon of many violent Temprations, and 
too little Prudence and Experience; and 
hkerefore young People have need to be for- 
ified by the ſtrongeſt pre-engagements to Re- 
gion, and by the moſt vigorous prepoſſeſſions 
Virtue and pious Reſolution, together with 
he eſpecial Succours of Divine Grace, in order 
o preſcrve their Integrity, and perſevere in 
heir Mriſtian- VW. 6 
Secondly, Nothing can be more proper and 
omely, or more 75 and reaſonable, than that 
oung Perſons ſhould offer up the Firs. 
ruits of their Reaſon, Vigour and Afﬀettions to 
heir moſt Glorious and Boantiful Creator, with 
he moſt thankful acknowledgements. of the 
nfinite Mercy of their Redemption; dedicat- 
ng themſelves unto the Lord that bought them, 
and giving their Ears to be bored at the Door- 
poſts of his houſe, in Token of their perpetual 
ervice and Devotion to ſo good a Maſter. 
\nd it is of great uſe, to make this Conf7ſſion 
pf Cbriſt as Pablick and Solemn as may be, 
hat the ſhame of Men may help in its place,, 
0 quaſh all Temptations. to Impiety, that 
nay aſſault them afterwards. 
Thirdly, A due Obſervance of Chriſtian 
onfirmation, will be an effectual means to 
evive A juſt Care in Carechizing our Yoath : 
Which is a Duty of unſpeakable Benefit, 
vhere it is duly performed; and the N 
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and Damage is exceeding great, where it iſ ch 
neglected, or {lightly performed.” But now, m 
fince the Miniſter muſt ſolemnly teſtify, that. 4 
thoſe Perſons which he preſents to the Biſhop lei 
to be Confirmed, are well inſtructed in the Dy 
Principles of our Holy Religion; how will if .. 
cConcern him to Catechize them diligently, and 
to excite their Parents and Governors to aſſiſt in 
it ; more eſpecially their G0d- Fathers, ant 
God. Mothers, who by their Spiritual Parentayr, 
have ſolemnly engaged themſelves to Gqd and 
his Church, to ſee them well inſtructed in the 
Principles of Religion? | 
” Fourthly, 
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Fo- This will be of great Uſe to re. 
form the Lives of Christians in general, and 
thereby to take away the intolerable Regt road 
of Cbriſtianiiy, by preventing the fcandalou 

Practices of Ab a bear the Name of Chi to! 

_ ians, without any rod Embracing of theſſ a ti 
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Religion they profeſs, or ſo much as Knowing s 
the Pult Pine ples of it: O wretched dread. are 
ful' Cafe! worthy to be redreſs d by the mol Hol 

eedy Care, and utmoft Diligence ot ail of t. 
that name the Name of Chtiſt. What Com:|ſſavc 
fort can, we take in any Enjoyment; of this Sine 
World, whilſt the Tubes and Pagans reproach] ge 
Chriftians for their corrupt Morals, and this mor 
alas! molt 5uftly? What (hall we fav, When ot 
the Salt has lot its Savour? bit that it is juſtly rm 
rrampled under the Feet "of. Men. We cannot Kno 
but cry out, Men of Hrael help; Ye that have theſe 
any Love for the Lord that bought you, or thai 91s | 


would behold his Face without Confyfon, helps 
to take away the Reprodch of Iſrael, by Cat 


chizin? 


by Con ration. - 
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chix ing your Youth in a ſerious and concerned 
manner, training them up in the Knon ledge 


and Fear of God, and bringing them to a ſo- 


lemn Confęſſion of Chriſt in this holy Frame, 


4 


Fifth, Where there is ſuch'a gradxal, delibe- 


Diſcipline, to try their Knowledge and Aft- 


fection towards Spiritual Things; (as in the 


Caſe of the Candidates, or Competitors for the 


Lord's-Table in the primitive Times) and 
when they are thus trained up to a ſerious and 


adviſed acknowledgement of their Chriſtian 
Vows by Confirmation, they cannot be ſup- 
poſed to act ether wiſe when they renew them 


4 % 


at the Lord's-Table : Which will bappily tend 


a thing moſt dear to all ſes ious Chriſtians. 
Sixthly, When the generality of our Youth 


are thus grounded in the true Principles of our 
Holy Religion, and come to receive the Truths 
© of the Goſpel in the ſound Knowledge and 
faroury Reliſh of them; we can ſcarce ima- 


gine any place left for Hereſy, Sahiſes, or dan- 


eros Diviſions to ſpring up, or take root a- 


| mong us. Cornelis of eld imiputed the Here- 
0 


Novatins very much to lis want of Con- 
mation, which would have led him to better 
Knowledge, and more fervent Charity. And on 
theſe accounts we may well hope, that a ſeri- 
ons Uſe of Confirmation, ind a couftant aud 


general partaking of the Z xd"s-Sypp:r i which 
is the natural conſequent of it) would grxat- 


ly 


ſolemn Admiſſion of all perſons to full 
Communion, it will be a moſt uſeful piece of 


to keep that Sacred Ordinance from Pollution, 
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ly conduce, to the healing of thoſe Mounds in 
the Church of Chrilt, which many have been 
ready to give up as incur able. 
Seventhly, It is neceflary to Salvation, that 
ſuch as are of competent Underſtanding in a 
(Place where the Goſpel is Preached, do per- 
-Jonally acknowledge and embrace the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt as their Prince and Saviour, ac- 
"cording to his Covenant .of Grace with Sin- 
ners For this is one of the eflential Acts of 
a ſaving Faith (Row. 10. 9.) I thou [hal: con- 
feſs with thy mouth the Lord Feſus, and ſhalt: be- 
lieve in thine heart, that God hath raiſed him 
from the Dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. God hath 
raiſed and exalted his only begotten Son Jeſus 
0 be. our Prince and Saviour (Acts 5. 31) And 
we then believe thus in'him{-1n-our Heart, 
when we conſent and dedicate our ſelves to 
him, and truſt in him in theſe ſaving Offices. 
And therefore, as to the neceſſity of a perſo- 
nal Dedication to -God, through Chriſt, by 
thoſe that have competent Under ſtanding of 
tbe Goſpel-Covenant, we gre wh the op- 
poſers of Infant Baptiſm, and do inſiſt upon 
it as heartily and as earneſtly as They; but 
with this happy difference; namely, That i} 
Is to be done, not by renouncing, but by renen- 
ing the Vows of our Infant Fadi, (to the 
great ſatisfaction and comfort of thoſe of our 
Oommunion) according to the Practice of the 
Saints and Martyrs of the pureſt times of 
Chriftianity , who, according to the unchart 
table and unwarranted Doctrine of the Ana. e ? 
baptifs, were no Chriſtians, becauſe Baptizei 
| | "my @ 
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cn their Infancy; to which, what piolis Soul 
5 an conſent? FTC ˙m .. 8 21 09H 


Lafly, We have good Reaſon to be aſſured, 


5 lat our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; in” 
.. e, gil-fubnefs dwells, who poured forth fuck* 
o Farvelous Gifts, by the impoſition of the 
ac. ſands of bis chief Miniſters in former times, 
in- ben the neceſſity of his Church required it, 

of iſl NO alſo volichſafe his ſanctifying Grace 


-bich is abſolutly neceſſary for the ſubſiſt- 


"ORs. . | | 
be. Ince of his People, and the honour of his own * 
bin Name in them) where it is ſolemnly prayed \ 
ath r, by an holy Aſſembly wet togenher in hit. 
% we : Since he bath promiſed to grant what 


at. 18. 19.0 Which Promiſe of his ſeems, by 


Art | by 
J to - Context, to have peculiar relation to the | 
Ice, Diſcipline of his Qharch. „ r Wop: 4. 


And as it is fit that every one ſhould, in his 


rſo- t 15 nt that eve | 
by ounh, be trained up in the Knowledge and 
alem of the Religion be proleſſes and 
op- Nuld make a hem Conf?)ſion of his owning * 
but We according to it all his days; ſo is it like- 
t it iſe very ſuitable to the Office of ſuch as ac, 
zen- der Chrilt, the chief Governors of his Flock. 
the at tbeſe Lambs of bis ſhould paſs unde 
our eit. Paſtoral Hands, and that they. wa. 
the ſÞ8ty themſelves of the improven zen; Nene d 
s ol theſe Young Per ſons, ſince the Bases 

* Ars . A d —. 0 7 came to 
jari· Pars oſUnderſtanding; Pravine 5 

d Bleſſil | 1 21. y 2 , Over them j 

Ina. Id Bleſſing them in the Name i 3f th , 
ized ch well becomes their Fair «of the Lord; 
" mer delt Tarblt doe ip "the. '; 


lief Shepherd. | 
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The Reafonableneſs and Uſe of this, is ſo ma- Ife 
nifeſt to all conſiderate Perſons, that we find tt 
ſomething like Confirmation uſed by the Jens ir 
of old, and by the very Heathens themſelves. w 
Buxtorf informs us, That when the Jewiſh, Chil- 
dren came to he thirteen Tears of Age, and bal 
learnt the Law, and their Prayers, they were pre- 

ſented by their Fathers before 4 holy Aſſemb 
and there ſolemnly took upon themſelves the OM. 
ſervation of the Law, and were thenceforth to 
anſwer for their onn Faults; All which ma; 
concluded with Prayer for their increaſe in good 
Works, (Buxtorf. Synag. pry 7.) And Foſs 
phus adds, That they could as readily give ay 
Account of the Laws and Rules of their Religion, 
As 5 to their awn Names (Lib. 2. Cont. 
A 
And the Light of Nature directed the He. 
thent to ſomething like this. For it {was re- 
quired of the Perſian Youth, when they came 
to Man's Eſtate, That they ſhould take a ſolemn 
Oath. to deſpiſe all filthy Lucre, bodily Pleaſur: 
and vain Glory; to be emulons of Virtue, 1 
11H Worſhip God, and Honour their Parents ; to ſpeak 
WH Truth, do good, and never wilfully to violate an) 
14 of theſe thin gs (Iſid. Peluſ. lib. 4.) The like uf 
recorded oi the Athenians,  -That when their 
"Vi young Men were Enrolled, they ſolemnly ſwore uf 
oer the, der pet ual Solemnities and received 
vi (atoms of tl veir Country, and 10 defend and ri. 
hich they were born (Jul. 


verence the Re ligion in w 
Poll. Onami ff. 1 
Now, if Jews and Gentiles obliged atheit 
Fouth to maſ';e a publick Confeſſion of thei 
reſpective 
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reſpective Religions, with all the Solemnity 


they could think of; How will They riſe up 
in Judgment and condemn Chriftians, if they 


who have the beſt and pureſt Rehgion in the 
World, are more ſlow. to make Profeſſion of 
it, and leſs careful to practice it? 

1 will conclude this Particular, with this 
well-atteſted Obſervation ; namely, That in 
what Places and Times ſoever, the greateſt 
Care has been taken to train up Youth in In- 
daſtry, Virtue, and good Manners ; then and 
there have thoſe Nations and States marve- - 


louſly flouriſhed and grown famous in the 


World. When thoſe Laws of the Lacede- 
monians were obſerved :, which they called 
Falcidia, whereby a vicious Youth was for 
the firſt fault publickly Reproved ; for the 


ſecond, Beaten ; and for the third, put to Death; 


What mighty Heroes, and - renowned Worthies 
did they produce, even to the amazement of the 
World! And fo when the Romans enacted ſuch 
ſtrict Laws of Modeſty and Virtue, tat they 
made it penal in a Father to ſalute his own 
Wife in the preſence of any of his Children; 
How did Virtue and Honour flouriſh among 
them, and what brave Men did they ſend a- 


broad; who no leſs by the Fame of their 


their 
their 


Ctuve 


Virtue, than by the terror of their Arms, ſub- 


dued the World! And on the contrary, it is 
every where ſeen, that the publick Welfare 


declines and withers, as their Touth is neg- 
lected and wadiſciplined: Which comes 
to paſs, partly from the very Nature of the 
Thing, in that the fouleſt Extrayagances will 

. DD 5 uw 
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naturally be produced by the common De 
generacy and Raſhnefs of wnmanag'd Youth þþ 
and partly, by God's juſt Punithment of ſuc 
a neglect of Education, which is fo often an 
ſo folemnly enjoyned in the Ol and Nez 
Zeſtament. So that it will be no wonder at all, 
if ſuch a Nation and ſuch Paren are punith- 
ed by the moſt cxofbitant Diſorders of theit 
Zouh, who take no effectual care to breed 
them up to better Manners, And therefor 
this important publick Concern deſerves th: 
care of the Civil Mag iſtrate, as well as of the 


* 
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And nov, from the ; 3 and Benefit of Con 
{ 2 


firmation, I proceed to ſhew you, »2y Brother, 
ho you ought to be prepared for it. 


VII. Directions, how to prepare for Confirmation 
By what has been already ſaid of the. Na. 


ture of Confirmation, it will be eaſy to un- 
'derſtand what you are to do in order to pre 


a\ 
pare your felf for it. For, ſince you are here th 
by to take the Lows of Baptiſm upon your T 
ſelf, by your own expreſs Act, the following] ye 
Things will appear very requiſite ; Namely in 
Firat, Ttat you underſtand the Terim off th 
that gracious Covenant which God vouchſate & 


to make with Men in his holy Goſpel. Iu a; 
order to which (beſides what I have ſaid on fi 
this particular) I adviſe you to ſtudy your C 

Ca echiſm, with the help of thoſe Explanat- . w 

ons of it, and Comments upon it, which arr 

5 1 | ver 
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would defire you to read the Preface to The 
whole Duty of Man again and again, till you 
fully apprehend the Scope of it. And read 
ſome ſhort Expoſition of the Articles of your 
Creed, and of the Ten Commandments, till 


Is forbidden in each Command. And then 
labour by Prayer and Meditation to aftect your 
Heart with a juſt Senſe and Regard to your 
Duty to God and Man. 


it is for a frail and ſmful Creature to enter 
into Covenant with the Almighty God, and to 
ſeal it in the Blood of his Sacrificed Son. 
Tt is no light matter for a Man, in a Body of 
Corruption, and encompaſſed with a World 
of Temptations, and beſieged by many Le 
gions of malignant Spirits, to make Vows. 
of perpetual Service, to a God who ſees our 
ung Hearts, and records our miſdoings, and will 
P' avenge them too, except they are blotted out 
ere through Faith and Repencance. A few ſerious 
Fou Thougbts on this will convince you, that 
ia you cannot engage your ſelf in this Covenant, 
17M in confidence of your own ſtrength, but in 
V Ol the ſufficiency of an Almighty Saviour andSan- 
ates fifier. And the whole tranſaction is ſo very 
la awful and tremendous, that it is a moſt hate- 
Fon ful and dangerous Raſhneſs to make this 
cu Covenant with God, or to renew it after- 
a wards, without many fervent Prayers, and the 
Ein! | B 4 2 ' moſt 


Don 
ther, 


tion 
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very plentiful among us; and withal, I 


ou underſtand what is required, and what 


Secondly, You mult ferioufly retire and 
conſider, what an awful and important Thing 


* 
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moſt adviſed Deliberation and Search into the 
ſincerity of our Hearts. | 

And now, ſince a Covenant is an Agree- 
ment between two Parties upon certain Con- 
ditions, you are to conſider the marvellous 
Condeſcenſion and infinite Goodneſs of God to- 
wards Man, on the one part; and the. folemn 
Vows, and ſtrict Engagements of Man to God, 
on the other part. And the vaſt Contents of 


both theſe may be ſumm d up (as I conceive) 


in the Divine Work, Happy Change, and 
valt Privileges of Spiritual Regeneration, thro 
the Grace and Mercy of God to Men; and 
in che great Duty and perpetual Thankful: 
neſs and Devotion of ſuch as are thus Rege- 
nerated to the Author of their Redemption. 

In the Firſt place, I beſeech you to conſider 
deeply the marvelous Condeſcenſion and in- 
fimte good Will of God towards Men (even to 
finfal, aceerſed, periſhing Men) in this gracious 
Tranſaction. He, who has leſt the fallen An- 
gels bound in Chains of Pie, that are never 
co be filed off; has extended his Mercy to fallen 
Men in a moſt aſtoniſhing manner. Angels 


are more excellent Beings than Men, of a | 


more exalted Knowledge, and of greater Pow- 


er and Strength; yet, to the Glory of God's 


Grace, his Gaodnels bas-preferred the Jounger 
before the Elder. And to our exalted Con- 
{olation, we find our felves. honoured with 
ſuch a Height and Depth of Divine Grace and 
Mercy in the Goſpel , that every ſenſible 
Perſon cannot but cry out with thankful E- 
tizaketh, Whence is this to me! W * 

. 
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cle of Divine Goodneſs is this, that the Lord 
of Heaven and Earth, who greatly humbletun 
himſelf in every look that he vouchſafeth to 
bis Holy Angels, ſhould not only behold ſuch 
a - ſinful Create as 1 am, with ſomething of 
pity, but ſhould ſay unto me, when I lay 
wealtering in my poltuted Blood, Lie Lea, 
that he - ſhould vouchſafe to embrace me-with. . - 
infiniteLoving-kindneſs and tender Mercy, and 
to bring me near unto himſelf, and make me 
one of his - Houſhold -, yea, one of his Regpe: . 
nerate and Adopred Children, and to make a 
Covenant of ſtrict Friendſhip and neas Alli- 
ance with me., even with me, who am, by 


my Sins, more deſpicable than a orm, and 


more lcathſom than a Toad. This is fucha © - 
height of Goodneſs, and ſuch a depth of Con- 
deſcenſion, that wben God was pleaſed to ac- 

quaint Abraham with his intention of 4 
ing a Covenant with him, the holy Patriarch 


fell on his Face, as being aſtoniſh'd at the mar- 


vellous ſtoop of infinite Majesty, and uttaly : 
overwhelm d with the vaſt vouchſaſement of 
infinite Goodneſs. :. 8 ER 

With ſuch ſincere thankfulneſs and admi- © 


nation, ought you, my Brother, to conſider the 


immenſe Love of God towards Men, contain- 
ed in this Covenant, which you embrace, and 
publickly own at your Confirmation; wherein 
God, vouchſafes to aſſurẽ you, the t you ſhall be 
a Member of Chriſt, à Child of God, and an in- 
heritor of the Kingdom:of Heaven, if you con- 
tinue faithful to your Covenant- Engagements. 


3.5 I can 


4 
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I cannot paſs over theſe vt Grants without W 6 
ſomething of a paraphraſe upon them. 8 
Firſt, By virtue of this Covenant and ſa- 
cred Alliance with God, you fat! be On nel, 
Loved and Efeemed by him, as H Atmber of his 7 
only begotten Son jeſiis Chriſt: And upon yout 
Spiritual Incorporation into the inviſible Church g 
of Chriſt by Divine Regeneration. fo 
(..) Vu {hall have a continued Cemmunica- fo 
fion of Grace trom the Lord JeſusChritiCwho is 
the Head vw:r all things to his Church)even as the ve 
Members of any living Body derive. Life, Spirit, 
and Motion from the Head. Of his fulneſ (ſaith of 
St. John) have all ne received, even Grace for vv 
. Grace (John 1. 16.) As the Branch cannot $; 
dear Friit of it felf (ſays our Blefled Saviour) 5 
extept it abide in che Vine; no more can ye, ex- 
pl ye. abide in me: Por without me ye. can di & 
nahing. (Jo. 1 4% PE 
. 2.) As the Head of every rational Being 13 
_., careful td prevent any ruinovs Miſchief that of 
is falling on any Member that belongs to it, and on 
3 tender of the. welfare of each Member, be-W 5% 
cauſe his own weltzxeconiits therein; fo will 77 
all faithful Chriftfans be fheltered and de. ter 
8 ended bythe tender Compafſions of the Lori 41 
=_ - 115 Chriſt, the Head of his Church ; and by Ro 
5 dim be protected from all Defractive Evil, tho vi 
not from thoſe Chaſtifements wl 3 8 
need as much, as a Diſcaſed Body needs Me. Ye 
"ane. ©. eee e N 
3.) Ir gives aſſnrance, that Chriſt will 
Sympathize with you in all your Troubles; be- you 
caute the Head and Members will have the 
lame Foys and Sorrows. (4.) It 


5 
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(4) Tt implies that Chriſt will be with you 
here on Earth in a way of Spiritual Iatercourſe 
and Communion, tinee the Head and. Members 


cannot be ſevered from each other, without 


Maiming, Mangling, and Raine. And for the 
ſame Reaſon, it implies ; | 
(,.) That you thall reign with Chriſt in his 
Heavenly Kingdom for ever. For Chriſt him- 
felf ſays, (Jo. 14. 19.) Becauſe I live, ye 
ſhall live alſo. n . 
Sie condiy, You will, by the Grant of this Co- 
venant, become a Child of God: Which implies, 
1. That you will have the infinite Honour 
of a Spiritual Birth, and a Divine Extraction, 
when you come to be born anew by the holy 
Spirit, through the incorruptible Seed of his holy 
worde Which God here 1 to impart to 
u, by the due uſe of thoſe means of his 


Grace: which you here engage to apply your 


ſelf unto 1a Faith and Sincericy. And then, 

2. You will be regarded and dealt by as one 
of the Family of the King of Heaven. As being 
one of that Choſen Generation, and Royal Prieſp- 


* 


hood which St. Peter mentions, 1 Pet. 2. 9. 


And this implies, (i.) That you will be at- 


tended by the holy Angels of God, who are 
a ſtanding Lif--Gzard to thoſe that are of this 
Royal Family of the King of Glory. (2.) You 
wil! be provided for by a peculiar Providence; 
15 that tho' the Toun Lions may lac and ſuf- 
fer hunger, yet they that ſeek the Lord ſhalt not 
want any good thing, Plal 34. 10. (3.) You 
will then, as a Child,: have free recourſe to 
your Father's Preſence ; even with a —_— 
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able Confidence, Heb. 10. 19. (4.) You will 2 
have a Child's Right, to partake of the bleſſed MM } 
Entertainment of our Father's Table; who Þ 
Joytully kills the fatted Calf to treat his re- t 
turned Son, Lake 15, 23. And what is the h 
bliſs. of all, ob _— 0 
Thirdly, You will Inherit the Kingdom of a 
Heaven. Being Born of God, and Adopted i 3: 
by him, you become his Heir, Rom. 8. 17. /f 
Children, then Heirs, Heirs of God, and Foynt- 
Heirs nith Chrift, You have a firm Title, to 
it now through a penitent renewing Faith, 
which is the Duty on your part, confiding in 
the Grace of God: And when you have pro- 
_ fitably paſſed through the Inſtruction, Diſci- ; 
pling and Parification of the Ordinances of hi 
Chriſt in the Church belom, you ſhalt be. taken fic 
up to the Glory and Triumph of the Church a- cc 
boue, and ſhall be ever with your Lord. at 
| © Every one of theſe Chrifian . my 
Brother, affords you matter of abundant Praiſe ; ¶ re 
and let me prevail with you to meditate up- an 
on them, till the juſt ſenſe of theſe marvellous Þ to 
vouchſafements caſt you down upon > rey as 
Knees before God, to render the moſt affecti- 
onate Thanks and Praiſe for theſe ineftimable || ſiti 
Benefits. And when you bave fo done, let me || otl 
entreat you alſo to reflect a-while both with iy Im 
and Indignation upon the Folly and . Miſery || the 
of the Unkelirving World, who are undone by the | Go 
* hardneſs of their own Hearts, by ſhutting their 
Eyes againſt the Light, and deſpiſing the | thc 
Grace and Mercy of God. Ah! what Honour | wh 
and Glory do they deſpiſe, and what B. fs: De 
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and Comfort do they loſe, who prefer ths. 
Husks and Swill of Swine, before the princely 


Entertainment of tbeir Father's Houſe ? O.! that 


they had 570 to ſee, and Hearts to conceive, 
how much better it is to live as a Dutiful Child 
of God, in the comfortable ſenſe of his Favour, 
and the joyful expectation of anErernal Inheri- 


zance in bis Glorious Kingdom, than in a moſt 
unreaſonable and diſingenuous Rebellion againſt 
God here, with an utter. and eternal Kejection 


from God hereafter? 
Meditate on. theſe Things, my Brother, with 
a lively and efficacious Faith ; till you feel ſuck 


| a ſenſe of God's infinite Mercy in your Redemp- 


tion, as tends to engage your Hear: and Life in 
his Service; and then you. will be fit to con- 
{der the other Hart of this Covenant, which 


contains your ut 5 and Engagements do God, 2 


and they are theſe Three. 


I. That you will, through the Grace of God, 
renounce that grand 


and all thoſe his Works, which are oppoſite 


to the holy Will of God, and to his Honour; 


as Blaſphemy, Pride, Witchcraft, Idolatry, 
Falſhood, Envy, Malice, Diſcontent, Oppo® 


| ſition tothe Will of God and the allurement of 


others to Sin, with a wretched Delight in all 
Impiety. Foy theſe Things are as oppoſite to 
the Spirit of Chriſt, and the Temper of the 
Goſpel, as Darkneſs to-Light,. | | 
And on this account alſo, we muſt renounce - 


| thoſe Powps and Vanities of this wicked World, 


which vain People have taken up from the 
Devil, or their own vile Imaginations, 28 
— 


Enemy of God, the Devil; 


— 


| 
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do pride themſelves in them in a pompoxs man- 
ner, as the Heathen World bas long done, | 
in the Pops of their 1dolatrous Worſhip, in 1 © 
their Cruel Combares, and lend Stage-Plays, 2 


And as we now ſee many things cried up = 
by the prophane World, which are contrary th 
to the holy Will of. God, as prophane Wir, I in 
Duelling, a haughty Spirit, Craftineſs to de- 
ceive, and ſuch like; we muſt heartily dif-. © 
dain; and peremptorily. renounce all theſe oy, 
gandy Follies and pernicious Vanities. MF | 
And whereas we have ſundry corrupt incli- " 
nations and luſtings after theſe and other evil 
Things, which will aſſuredly betray us to Sin, 6 
if we do not watch againſt them, and vigo- fe 
rouſly oppoſe and mortifie them; it is a great WM ww 
part of our Chriſtian Warfare to ſubdue theſe M 
evil Diſpoſitions, (through the holy Spirit of 
God) and to mortify The Lufts of the Fleſp, ©* 
the Lats of the Eye, and the Pride of Life, 
which are the ſore Diſeafes and Diffempers of 
humane Nature, in this its Degenerate Eftate. 
And fince we dedicate our Balles as well as 
our Sault to God in Baptiſin; and ſince God 
has moſt graciouſly promiſed to dwell in theſe | 
Tabernacles of Fleth by his holy Spirit, as in 
a Temple conſecrated to him: We muſt uſe 
all poſſible Care and Labour to keep our Bo- 
dies from the Deftlement of Intemperance, Un- 
cleanneſs, and all Impurity; that our Members 
may be Members of Chrit, and our whole 
Body an Hol) 14 bir ation of the Spirit of God. 
II. You muſt beli-ve all the Articles of the 
Chritian Faith ; the ſum of which you have ia 
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the Apoſtlet Creed. Io all which you muſt not 
only give the Aſſent of your Mind, that they 
are true, but the hearty Conſent of your Soul. as 
to holy Principles, according to which you deſire 
to fraine your whole Lite. Particularly, as to 
that principal and leading Article, the believing 
in Jeſus Christ as the only begotten Son of God, 
aud our Shyveraign Lord, and only Saviour, 
which diſtinguiſhes a Chriſtian from the reſt 
of the World, and implies the practical Be- 
lief of the whole Goſpel. He that truly makes. 
this Confiſn, does heartily and effectually 
embrace the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in bis ſaving O. 
fices of Prophet, Prieſt and King, and is as de- 
lireous to be raug/t and governed by bis holy, 
Word and Spirit, as to be reconciled to God, 


oy 


and xeſcued from his Wrath, through his Merit. 


and Iuterceſſion. And therefore, 


III. It mutt be your real Purpoſe and En- 


deavour, through the Grace of God, to deep 
9 D 3 5 


God's holy Mill and Command ments, and to ald 
in the ſame all the days of your Life Receiving 
theſe holy Laws.of God in the Love of them, 
w bach will calt you down in {ncere Contri- 
tion before God, wherever you find that you 
have done otherwife : And you will ſay with 
the Royal Plalmiſt, Thy Teftimonies have 1 


laden as mine heritage fer eder; they are the joy 


and repoyeing of my heart (Plal. 119. 111.) 


They are indeed the Kchnement and Elevation of 
our Nature, ti e Kct and Satisfaction ot our Sol, 
and the neceſſfury Boundaries of ur Bliſs: And 


therefore every wiſe and good Perſon cat 
1— 


but love them accordingly: For to do oth 


* 
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wiſe, is as Solomon obſerves, to hate our own Soul 
CProv. 8. 36.) Thus much of the ſecond Di. 

rection. | | 

_ Thirdly, Bring your ſelf to a deep Seſf-Exa- 

mination concerning your paſt Life. Ask 

your Heart in the Fear of God, How. you have 
complied * Baptiſmal-Covenant in the 

Frame of your Heart, and Courſe of your Life ? 

Have you not neglected the ſweet Duties of 

Pray erand Praiſe, or of Reading and Hearing 

God's Word? Or have you not done theſe and 


a. » 


other Duties formally and meerly fer Cuſtom 
ſake, or the Fear or Favour of Men ? Hath the 
Kingdom of God, and your 1 Concerns, 
been regarded in the firf place? And have 
2 duly. refrained from Pride, Lying, Theft, 
bboꝛ nneſs, Laſcivioufneſs, Paſſion, Re- 
venge, Malice, and the prophanation of God's 
holy Name and Day? From what Principles A! 
bave you acted? Have you loved and feared I 
God greatly from your Youth ? Have you 
effectually believed the holy Goſp:l ? And have 
you been duly govern'd by it, in expectation 
of the accompliſhment of every Promiſe and 
Threat made therein? Have you, in fine, e- 
ver had a convictiug and contrite ſenſe of your 
wretched and periſhing Eſtate, by reaſon of your 
Sin? And have you heartily and effectually em- 
braced the Spiritual Government and Protection 
of the Lord of Liſe? Have you truly liv d to 
him that gave his Life a Ranſom for yours? 
And where you find your Guile, confeſs it 
humbly in Prayer to God, and ſet your felt, 
by the Grace of God, ro ſnun it lccually 


7 
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for the future. And give God the Praiſe of all 
the Good which has been wrought in you, or 
by you, in any part of your Life. | 
Fourthly, Be ory frequent and very earneſt 
in Prayer to God, through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, that he would vouchſafe to create in you 
a clean heart, and to renew a right Spirit within 
hen And that he would, by his Bleſſed Word 
and: Spirit, produce in your Soul ſuch holy 
Diſpofarions and Determinations, as may duly - 
qualify you for the great Work of Covenant- 
ing with him, and may bring forth the bleſſed 
Fruits of Holineſs unto Eternal Life. And if 
you are not provided with better Aſſiſtance in 


your Devotion, you may daily uſe the following . 


rayer. 


A Prayer to be uſed in Priyate by a Perſon. 
that prepares for Confirmation. 


O Moſt Gracious and Bountiful God, who ſo lowedſt this 
ſinful World, as to give thine only begotten Son, that 
whoſoever believes on him ſhould not Periſb, but have. e- 
verlaſting Life: And whbo haſt in thy hoi) Goſpel moſt . 


| graciouſly proclaim'd thy Offer of Pardon and Peace to the .. 


greateſt of Sinners that turn unta thee by true Faith and 
Repentance. Being encouraged by theſe Manifeſtations of - ' 
thy great mercy, O miſt gracious God; I, who am one 0 
the vileſt of thy Creatures, do humbly proſtrate my. ſelf 
before thy Mercy-Seat, greatly bewailing my polluted 
Nature, and ungodly. Life ; by reaſon of which, I am be- 
come more odious in thy fight than the very Beaſts that 
periſh; and ſhall, without thy Mercy, be fpeedily more 
miſerable than they, and that fir ever. I therefore bleſs 
and magniſie thine holy Name, that thou hat begotten us 
Ns „ | again 


4 1 


— 
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«gain to a lively hope by our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and that 
TI was brought into the Bonds OW. .nt of Grabe 
and Life in him, in my Infancy. O Vn, wonchſafe 1 
grue me a new Heart, endued with thy tin, Fear, and 
Loe; that I may, through thy Spirit, moriifie all carnal 
Luſts withſtand all the Temptations of the Devil and thi; 
preſent World, and perſevere in thine holy Ways to ny 
Life's End. And be pleaſed to diſpiſe my Soul into 
truly Chriftian Frame, in the owning and renewing of m 
Bapiiſmal-Vows in thine eſpecial Preſence, and before the 
Governors of thy Church, at my ſolemn Confirmation. 0 
Lord, grant me ſuch increaſe 25 Grace, that I my 
be Confi med in the prevailing Love of thy Truth, and i 
the hatred of all iniquity : Hat ſo that Union with thee, 
_ which is begun here in Grace, may at laft be per fected in 
Glory, through Feſus Chriſt, who is our Hope; throug! 
whoſe mo# acceptable Mediation, J farther Pray as be 
hath taught us. Our Father, c. 


- Fifthly, You muſt truly put forth your ſelf u 
the utmoſt, in a ſeriousCare,and diligent Enden. 
your to pleaſe God, according to his revealed 
Will: And to fender this effectual,you muſt exert 
an babitual Truſt in the holy Spirit of Sanctifi- 
cation; without whoſe Divine Aſſiſtance, you 
will never be able to mortify any Luſt or Pat: 


ſion, nor to reſiſt Temptations, nor to ad-] 


vance in any part of Chriſtian Virtue. For, 
as on the one hand, you cannot advance one 
Hep towards Heaven in a (tate of carnal Sloth, 
Tdleneſs and Inadwertency; ſo on the other 
band, you can never do it by your own inde- 
3 Wiſdom, Diligence, and Strength. The 
irection of the holy Goſpel runs thus; Wort 
out your own Salvation with fear and trembling, 
for it is God that worketh in you to will and toi 
[Ew accordin? 
\ 


- to Conſir mation. 43 
b According to his good pleaſure (Phil. 2. 12, 13.) 
te Wherein every Chriſtian is encouraged to ſet 
earneſtly to the work of his holy Calling, con- 
an fidering that God is 1eady to work in him, and 
with him, by his holy Spirit. And none but . 
the Lovers of Sin can be thought to fit contenn 
5 tedly under its Tyranny, ſince we have ſuch | 
mW wighty Saviour tor reſcue us from its pernt- N 
tie crous Bondage. =. 

0 Laftly, Adviſe with your Parents, and with | 
ma their Aſſiſtants your God-Farthers, and God- M.. 
u thers, or with any of your pious Friends that { 
are capable of aſſiſting you in this great N 

# 


Work. But more efpecially, refort to your 
- MI /finifter, whole buſineſs it is to adviſe and | 
aſſiſt you herein; and who ought to be ſatisfi- 4 
ed of your fitneſs for Confirmation, that he ; 
tl may, upon good grounds, preſent you to the 
en-. Biſhop in order to it. And when you come to | 
led! the enjoyment of that happy ſeaſon, let me 
rell deftre you to obſerve the following Directions. 


ift „ 3 bg 

all VIII. Of meet Behaviour at the time of 

al: Confirmation. 4 
ad- 3 „ i 
"or, Let me here, my Brother, mind you of a f 


one! Thing which will be of uſe to you all the days |: 
9% of your Life; which is, That you treat all things | 
her! in which Almizhty God is immediately concerned, | 
de: with the moſt awful Reverence and Regard. For, 
Tlie fach as approach otherwiſe to infinite Majeſty, 
„ori caſt themſelves upon a conſuming Fire (Heb. 
no 22: 29.) If Prayer, or any mention of Go 
% de made heedleſly, and without Godly Fear, 
linz . the 


1 © 
wo 


Sammon up a g 
Brot ber, to Worſhip and Revere that God 
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the misbecoming manner of the performance 
deſtroys the very End propoſed, which is the 
lorifying of God. Keep thy foot (ſays the wile 
ing) when thou goeſt into the Houſe of God, and 
be not raſh with thy mouth to utter any thing beſore 
him, for he is in Heaven, thou on Earth,CEccl. 5. 
I, 2.) There is an infinite diſtance betwixt the 
Great Creator and the beſt of his Creatures, and 
he is greatly to be feared, even in the pureſt Con- 
gregations of his Saints. The Heathen Pytha- 
521 laid this as a Rule to be ſtrictly obſerved 
y his Scholars, That they never preſumed to 
Worſhip God in à tranſient or curſory manner. 
Since then, you that are but a Lump of 

r pollated Duft, are now approaching to 

g nearer preſence of the mo 
with whom 1s Terrible Majeſty, there to tranſact 
a Thing of the higheſt concernment 1maginable, 
evento make a ſtated Covenant and Contraft 
with him; and this, not for a Month, or a 
Year, but for your whole Life, yea for ever: 
| your Care and Concern, my 


with whom you have to do. Suffer not your 
Eyes or Thoughts to wander after imperti- 


nent Objects, but preſent your ſelf before the 
Ford, with the thoſt compoſed Reverence ofSoul 
and Body. See that your Heart joyn ſincere- 


Iy and affectionately in all the parts of the De- 


— 


vos ion appointed for that Occaſion: And pray, 
not only for your ſelf, but for all ſuch as ſhall 


be Confirmed with you; that God would in- 
creaſe his Grace in you all, that ye may con- 


tinut his for ever. 
: And 


high and holy God, 
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ce And when you come to Devote your ſelf to 
he God, and to Renounce the Devil and all carnal 
ſe and worldly Luſts, do it moſt earneſtly and 
d reſolvedly; being moſt heartily deſirous to be 
re Þ divorced from all Wickedneſs, in order to be 
eternally united to your beloved Saviour, and in- 
titled to the Glory of his moſt Bleſſed Kingdom. 

And when you depart from this Solemn A/- 
ſembly, (which you muſt be ſure not to do till 
the whole Service is over) you ought to refrain 
from vain Company and Diſcourſe, and to re- 


lect what you have promiſed,” and to medi- 
of tate on the Happineſs of this State of Alliance 
to and Peace with God, and to pray to Him to 
od, preſerve you therein for ever. Which God 


tire as ſoon as you can conveniently, to Recol- 


RM | Almighty grant for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our 


le, Lord; To whom with the Father, and the ho- 


alt ly Spirit, one Eternal God, be all Bleſſing, 


2 Honour,Glory, and Power; aſcribed evermore, 
Amen, FODSS | 
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1 F# 9 1 8 1 | 


Directions given by His, Grace the Lord 
Arch-biſhop of Canterbury, to the Pa. 
rochial Clergy; in order to the better dij- 
poſing of the Touth in their reſpefroe' 
Cures, for their Confirmation by the 
Biſhop, and their conſequent. Approach to 

T oo ot ©. 


I. TJ Hat every Parochial Miniſter inquire in 
1 his Pariſh, who they are, Who having 
been Baptized, are not Confirmed ? 
II. That he apply bimſelf to ſuch, and ex- 
amine them, and inſtruct them fully in the 
Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, and eſpe- 
cially in thoſe which relate to their Von in Ba- 
ptiſm ; asking them particularly theſe Ozeſtions, 
to which their Sureties anſwered in their Names, 
viz. Doſt thou Renounce ? & c. Doſt thou believe in 


i? &c. ef: 
III. That he ſhew thera the Nature and Uſe- 
fulneſs of Infant-Baptiſm and Confirmation, and 
the Neceſſity of -arrea#rty Dedication of them- 
ſelves to the Service of Chriſt, as he has oppor- 
tunity in Private, or, at leaſt, in ſome Publicd 
Sermon, or Catechetical Exerciſe. 
IV. That be permit none to come again 
who have been Confirmed already. | 
1 V. That 


God ? &c. Wilt thou obediently keep God's holy 1 


v. That he gs none to be Confi-med whe 


are DAS. Fourteen Tears of Age, ale the 


and Pie:y than Children ordinarily are at thoſe 
Years. 


gether with their reſpective Ages. , 


VII. That he deſirè their Suretiet or Parent, 
or ſome one or other of them, if it may 


to Confirmation. -:. 
Sl 


are greater Proficients in Chriſtian Knowledge 


VI. That he ſet down the Names of thoſe he | 
finds fit, and intendsto preſent, inia-Zif,, to- 


be, to come along with hiin and them, at 


the time of Confirmation. 


VIII. That all poſſible, Care be taken to pre- 
vent Crowds in the Chancel, and to keep the 


whole Churchf rom rude Noodles and Litur- 


bances. 


IX. When he comes witli the Perſons to be 


Confirmed, that he endeavour to bring them in 


the order they ſtand in the Liſt, and call 
them over; and after they have anſwered to 
their Names, he preſent them. 


X. That he take care that none of them de- | 


part, till the whole Office be finiſhed. 
XI. That he keep the Lift by him, that he 


XII. That he frequently apply himſelf to 
them 1n private Admonition, to excite and 
aſſiſt their preparation for the Lord's-Table. 


FINS. 


may remember who are to be called upon 
to prepare for the Lord's Supper. 


8 * 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


OR Directions after Con fir. 
mation; See the ſingle ſheet 
intitled, P aftoral- Advice to 4 
Toung Perſon lately Ce nfirm d by 
the Biſhop : Written by the ſame 
Author, and fold by 7. Down- 
ing in Bartholomew Cloſe near 
Meſt- Smith field. f 8 
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